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II. A Letter from Daniel Peter Layard,
M. D. and F. R. S. to the Prefident, con-
taining an Account of the Cafe of a young
Lady who bad an extraordinary Impoftume
formed in her Stomach,

S IR,
Read May 3. HE Communication of the follow-
1750 ing Cafe, which I have the Honour

of laying before you, will not, I hope, be deemed
an affluming Step in me: My only Defign is, in Obe-
dience to your Commands, to give you as exaét an
Account as I am able of this unexpetted Cure; and I
fhall efteem it the higheft Pleafure, thould any Benefit
accrue from this Obfervation. Give me leave to
{fubfcribe myfelf, with all poflible Refpedt,

S IR,
2our moft humble
Deanfireet, Feb. 17. and moft obedient Servant,
1749 30.

D.P. Lavarp.

\ ISS a young Lady of feventeen Years of
Age, being at a Boarding-School about three
Miles from this City, was, on the 28th of November
1745. taken with profufe Sweats, which, after fome
Continunance, and weakening her much, were ftop-
ped by means of faline Dranghts, made with Eljxir

Vitiroli.
On
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On the Removal of thofe Sweats an Obftru&tion
of the Menfes, with all its Symptoms, enfued. A
Shortefs of Breath, a dry Cough, an acute Pain in
the Left Hypochondrium, Rigors, &c. were taken for
the Signs of a Peripneumonias and, the Medicines
ufually prefcribed having no Effe&, aBlifter was applied
onthe left Hypochondrium. The Fetids, and Musk,
as in a wervous Cale, were alfo adminiftred in large
Quantiries, but with as little Succefs.

It being thought advifcable to bring the young
Lady to Town, I firft faw her on the 12th of Feé.
17445-6. when 1 obferved a large prominent Tumor
on the left Hypochondrium, which reached to Part
of the Right, tilling up the Epigaftrium and Scro-
biculum Cordis, where fhe complained of a conftant
acute Pain. The Mufcles of the Larynx, Pharynx,
and Neck, were much fwelled, and the Glands in-
durated. The other Symptoms were a continual
quick Pulfe, Thirft, hoarfe Cough, Difficuity of
breathing, Cardialgia, and Obftruction in the Oe¢fo-
phagus, fo that, as foon as any Liquid ¢ fe// down,”
as the exprefled it, «“ to the Pit of her Stomach,” the
inftantly threw it up with violent Pain, Borborigmi,
Eruétations, and Singultus.

On the 14th, finding the Sympton:s increafe,
efpecially the Obftruttion in the Oefopkagus, and
apprehending that an Ajfcefs was forming in the
Stomach, 1 defired Dr. Mead thould be called in,
who confirmed me in my Opinion. In order to
affwage the Inflammation, a cooling mucilaginous
Mixture, and a Sperma Ceti one, were prefcribed,
as alfo a laxarive Glyfier. Next Day, being told,
that not a Drop of the Mixtures could be admiteced

into
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into the Stomach, Dr. Mead took his Leave, advife-
ing the Repetition of the Glyﬁer every three or four
Days, as Neceflity might require, and that Nature
fhould be watched, in cafe of a favourable Turn,
which He did not much expe&, having obferved,
that thofe Aé/ceffes more frequently terminate in a
Gangrene than by Suppuration.

On the 16th the Glyfter brought away with the
Feeces fome Pieces of Membranes, about a Finger’s
Length, and two in Breadth; to lubricate the J7-
zefiines 1 dire@ed ten Ounces of plain Mutton Broth
to be injected, which, after the firlt time, was con-
ftantly abforbed and was repeated twice every Day,
till the 3d of May.

In this State, with no other Suftenance than thefe
Broth- Gl}ﬁers the Jaxative one repeated ecvery
third Day, and a warm carminative Plaifler applied
on the Tumor, did the Patient continue till the r7th
of March, when, obferving an Intermiflion in the
Pulfe, and hoping that a Decottion of the Corz.
Peruv. might corroborate the Solids, if abforbed,
as the Broth Glyfters were, 1direted eight Ounces
of the Decoction to be injeted, and repeated four
Hours after: By Accident, the firft was not half
thrown up; the fecond, on the 18th of March, at
Two o’Clock in the Morning, had a very extraor-
dinary Effe@ 5 for being entircly abforbed, about
two Hours after, the young Lady complained of a
moft acute Pain in her Szomach,which by its Violence
brought on a profufe Sweat, and threw her into a -
S)ncope, wherein fhe remained a full Quarter of an
Hours; then, fhrieking, made Signs to her Nurfe to

bring her the Bafon ; 5 fhe vomxted near two Pounds
5 of
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of grumous Blood, and then fome purulent Matter ;
thereupon fhe difcharged by Stool above four Quarts
of well digefted Pus, with feveral Pieces of Mem-
branes, like thofe before-mentioned. The purulent
Difcharge continned gradually decreafing till the 23¢
of April. Balfamics, and {mall Quantities of thin
Veal and Mutton-broths, were daily given. Apri/
the 20th the Parient was purged with Pulp of Caffra.
On May the 3d the Murton broth Glyfters were
omitted, the Stomach now performing its Office,
The 7th ten Ounces of Blood were taken from the
Foot, which brought down the Menfes. The Tume-
faltion and Induration of the Mufcles and Glands
of the Neck were removed by the continual Ap-
plication of the Empiaftr. Saponac. And after the
Ufe of Stomach:cs, and mineral Waters, the young
Lady was perfeitiy cured on the 17th of Fume 1746.
and has continued well ever fince.

It may pot be improper to obferve, that the
Stomacik;, on 2ccount of the Number of Biood-veflels
it is furnithed with. is as lable (1) to Inflammations,
and Abfceffes, -+ iny Part of the human Body.
Thefe are occafioncd by a Stagnation of the Blood,
which, if not fpecdily removed, muft greatly en-
danger the Patient’s Life, by obfruéting the neceflary
vital Fun&ions of that /7/txs. The fpecdy Progrefs
of this Difeafe, and the Remotenefs of the Part from
proper Applications, render its Termination moftly
fatal ; and, as Dr. Mead. judicioudly obferved, thefe
Abfteffes more frequently terminate by a Gangrene,

‘ than

(1) Boerbave in Aphorifm. de ventricul. inflam, p. 228. Acticul.
951 952 955-
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than come to Suppuratien.  Thofe that do fuppurate,
gencrally form Ulcers, penetrating into the Cavity
of the Abdomen, and fometimes alfo perforate the
Integuments, as the following recorded Obferva-
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ons teftity, (1) « Monficur PETIT has found a
carcinomatons and  fiytulous Ulcer, which eat
through the Fundus Ventriculi, and the Integu-
ments of the umbilical Region.

(2) «“ Monlficur Dauverney alfo found a Hole in a
Stomach, which he coutd pafs his Thumb through :
This Hole was near the Pylorus, which was cx-
traordinarily dilated.
(3) “ Monficur LiTtTrRE obferved an Ulcer of five
Lines Diameter, about one Inch and a half from
the Piloruss and found three Pints of gramcus
and ferous Blood in the Stomach of a young Man
who had voided large Quantitics of Blood.
(4) ¢ The fame Gentleman gives an Account of a
Tumor on the right Side, which being opened
between the /aff of the true Ribs, and the firft of
the fa/fé omes, there iffued out Pus, Stones, and
the Succus Gaftricus,with Piecesof digefted Food.
) ¢ And Mr. ATKINsON tells us in the Philofo-
phical Tranfaftiops, that he opened a Tugpor on
the upper Part of the Belly, out of which Open-
ing part of the Qmentum came, and whatever the
Patient cat or drank for cight or ten Days: Yer
‘¢ the

(1) Mem. de 'Academ. des Sciences, Ann. 1716. p. 312.
(2) Hift. de PAcadem. des Sciences, Ana. 1704. p. 27,
(3) Ibid. p. 30.

(4) Ibid. p. 28.

*s) Philof. Tranf No. 371,
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the Patient, contrary to his Expettations, was
“ cuared in fix Wecks.”

But rhe following Obfervation from ForEestus
comes the neareftto our Cale « Puclla quindecim an-
“ norum, per biennium fere cum de dolore ventriculs
“ conquereretur,anno tcrtio tumoren manifefté vide-
“ runt parentes, in eo loco s ncque tunc quicquam
““ confilii aut remedii tentatum. Hinc ruptiencm
““ animadverterunt, excrevitque puclla materiam,
““ bilicfam, pituitofam, ac faniofam, per alvum: ex
“ bis apoftema apparuit,” &c. (6).

“ Luetus (7) relates feveral Inftances of Perfons
““ who have lived a long while without Food, but
¢ then they could admit of Liquids ; and the young
“ Lady which Monfieur L1TTRE (8) nourithed with
“ Broth-glyflers, in which a Yolk or two of Eggs,
¢« and fometimes a Glafs of Wine, were mixt, could
« alfo keep Water in her Stomach, tho’ no other
¢ Tiuid.” An Advantage which our Patient was
deprived of,

From what I have related it appears, that our young
Lady had an A8/¢e/s in her Stomach, which gradually
ripened, and then broke, fuppurated, digefted, and
cicatrized, as all other A4ofCeffes dos and that during
this time, which was ncar three Monrths, {he was
almoft all the while nourihed folely by the Afrrzon-
Broth Glyfters.

€¢

il Ae-

(6) Foreftus Obferv, 33. de ventricul. ulcer.

(7) Luwetus de his qui diu vivune fine alimento.

(8) Mem. de ’Academ. des Sciences. Ann. 1715, p. 183,
Ggs



